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WE'RE THE GOOD NEWS!

May 2025

DEAR FRIENDS,

Springtime is just now showing its face, and reminds us to celebrate renewal and to open the
doors wide to what the fresh air brings! We learned early on this year to embrace the new and what
comes with it, when it is necessary to embark on something new. That we must truly believe we are
watched over, protected, and we must have faith that when one door closes, another door opens. You
see, transitions and changes and challenges to overcome have occured in all facets of the Society

this year - within the schools and even within our largest fundraising program.

In June 2025, the doors of Bishop Grimes and the doors of Bishop Ludden Jr/Sr High Schools will
be closing - just as the doors of the Cathedral Academy at Pompei did in June 2024. We hope and
believe our students will be welcomed into the open doors and hallways of the new entity: Bishop
Ludden-Grimes, in the same way our elementary Guardian Angel Scholars did when walking through
the open doors of Most Holy Rosary and Blessed Sacrament Schools for the first time last September.

In January we learned our dear friend, Chris Cesta - of the INN BETWEEN, was closing his restaurant
and retiring. We all thought this might be the end of our dinner certificate program. However, Chris
arranged to pass the baton to another friend and supporter of fine dining, Charlie Roman, owner of
Daniella’s Steakhouse. We are excited to continue the partnership with Charlie and enter the doors to

his establishment beginning this month, MAY 2025!

With spring, doors open bringing renewal, growth and opportunity in with the
fresh clean air. Together, let’s open the door wide for education! Wishing you
all a Happy Spring!!!

Gratefully Yours,
Tamela Fabiano, Executive Director

DANIELLA’S RESTAURANT CERTIFICATE ORDER FORM

Make checks payable to Guardian Angel Society or provide credit card info below:

Name

Address

City. State Zip

Chargemy: [] Visa [] Mastercard ] AMEX [C] Discover
Card # Exp. Date CWCode__
Email Phone

Signature
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DANIELLA'S RESTAURANT

Once again we find as one door closes,
another thankfully opens.

As you may already know, for 24 years Chef Chris Cesta,
of the famed Inn Between Restaurant, generously provided
dinner certificates to our supporters prior to his retirement
at the start of this year. Even still, he continues to diligently
work with our team at the Society to keep Father’s memory
alive and to help Father’s kids in whatever way he can.

To that end, The Guardian Angel Society is excited to
announce: Chef Cesta and his dear friend, restaurateur
Charlie Roman, have arranged for a “passing of the
baton”. This year Father would have been 95 years old on
May 11th. To honor his birthday, when you make a $95
donation to the Guardian Angel Society, you will receive a
$95 dinner certificate to Daniella’s Restaurant!

Giving the gift of education while also supporting
a local business is an impactful way to help our
Syracuse community. We’re grateful to Charlie Roman
for embracing this program in order to champion our
scholars and supporters alike. Father would surely be
pleased to see this tradition of hospitality carry on.

Finally, thank you Chef Cesta for
your continued support. You are
a cherished friend to the Society,
and we are humbled to work with
you to keep Father’s vision alive!

[] $225:(2) Dinner Certificates for Daniella’s (value: $95/each) with a
choice of one promotional item* from list below.

[] $150: (1) Dinner Certificate for Daniella’s ($95 value) with a choice of one
promotional item* from list below.

[] $95: (1) Dinner Certificate for Daniella’s ($95 value)

s An additional gift in honor of Father Champlin’s 95th Birthday

or other loved ones
If giving dinner certificate(s) as gifts, please indicate recipient name(s):

To: From:

*Promotional ltems:  [] (3) packets of “kids with wings” Christmas Cards

[] Guardian Angel Power Bank [ ] Guardian Angel Pop Socket



UPCOMING EVENTS

GOLFING
[for bis Kids }

21°T ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
Monday, June 30th, 2025
Lunch 11am / Shot Gun 12:15pm
Tuscarora Golf Club

Captain & Crew format / $150 per golfer
Includes BBQ lunch, skins and MORE!
Ask about sponsorship opportunities!

“WE CARE WEDNESDAY”

Wednesday, August 20th, 2025

Every ticket purchased through Father Champlin’s
Guardian Angel Society link directly supports our
programs. Help us win a pre-game shout out by

selling the most tickets! We have until August 17th

to sell as many tickets as we can.
BRING YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILY!

A WINNING DAY FOR A WORTHY CAUSE:

What an unforgettable night we shared
at our annual Kentucky Derby Party

on May 3rd at the elegant Marriott
Syracuse Downtown! With hundreds
of compassionate patrons gathered in
celebration and support, this year’s
event was more than a party—it was a
powerful show of what our community
can do when we come together
for a cause close to our hearts:
scholarships for students in need.

The evening sparkled with
excitement—from the red carpet
photo booth and spectacular
basket raffles, to the interactive wine pull and

>
B
pick a pony contest to the race seen live on the X ?ﬁ
big screens, the Derby spirit filled the ballroom. :
Guests dressed to impress, turning heads in the
Best Dressed and Best Hat contests, while the
soulful sounds of the legendary band Atlas kept
the energy high and the dance floor filled.

A standout moment was the heartfelt speech delivered by Bishop Grimes Senior, Garang Garang,
whose words reminded us of the real reason we were gathered—to open doors for young students
through education and opportunity. His story moved the room to a standing ovation, and reinforced
the importance of our mission.

Thanks to your generous hearts and unwavering support, this event was a tremendous success.
But the race isn’t over.

Mark your calendars NOW for next year’s celebration—May 2nd, 2026—as we come together once
again to make an even greater impact. Bring your hats, your friends, and your passion for helping
students succeed. We can’t wait to see you there!




2 Lynn Salatti

2024 ANNUAL
GIVING CAMPAIGN

CIRCLE @ FRIENDS

Can you believe our Circle of Friends campaign is
celebrating its 15th year? Since its inception people
like you, who believe in the power of education, have
given generously to ensure our students have what
they need to reach “Destination Graduation”. Together
you helped raise over $76,000 to meet the mission- a
new record!

DIAMO

Ellen D. Hart

Karen A. Tifft

GOLD PREMIER

GOLD

James Kearns

We thank our loyal supporters who have answered
Father Champlin’s call, giving at a level that is
significant to them. The following contributors were
among the supporters of the 2024 campaign, giving
$250 or more at the following levels:

A Friend
Diane Nowak

Koster’s Wood Floor Store, LLC.

% Anne & Larry Ryan Kathleen Siver

= Joan M. LeBel
Keith & Susan Novak
Richard Huftalen
Catherine Kane

MENTORING CHANGES LIVES!

Our Speaker Series continues to be an incredibly well received and positive
experience for our students.

In November we welcomed NY State Trooper Joshua Cox. He had many stories
to share about his life and profession. He also brought along two videos. One
demonstrated various positions available within the organization beyond standard
patrol duties. The other gave a very clear picture of the Academy, and what’s
expected of the recruits as they navigate through the process to graduation.
Thank you, Trooper Cox for leading by example, and keeping us all safe!

In December we were excited to meet Chol Majok, a Councilman for the city of
Syracuse. He spoke to our students about “Purpose over Condition.” He said,
“Your dreams will be challenged by your condition, but if you have a purpose, it
will be stronger and help you rise above your condition”. He advised our students
to, “keep showing up, give yourself credit when you can, and celebrate the
victories no matter how small’.
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Daniel Mezzalingua
Michael A. Paparo

Sandra |. Buchanan
Victor A. DiSerio
Theresa A. O’Brien

Dr. Joseph & Deborah Barry
Jacques Wilkinson Jr.

Henry & Helga Beck

William & Marianne Smith

St. Patrick & St. Thomas Churches

Eastwood Dental Office, P.C.
Elizabeth Costello

Patricia DeAngelis

Catholic Book Publishing Corp.

Martin J. Clark

Beta Sigma Phi Syracuse City Council
Susan & Ron Carr

Robert J. Hunt

Bob Childs

Granite Real Estate Group LLC
Joseph Carnese

James Cunningham

SILVER CONTINUED

Manuel Ares

Paul J. Dolan

Joseph G Guszcza

John P. Sindoni

Armand Cincotta
RitaAnn Downing

Tom Okoniewski

Albert Fox

Joe Aliasso

Daniel T. Gilheney

Emily Wanamaker-Gibbs
Norma Widmann

Jim & Cindy Bright
Susan Champlin
Whelan & Curry Construction Services, Inc.
Anna Nederveld

Jay 0’Shea is both a Bishop Grimes alum and the boys basketball coach. He's a
practicing litigation attorney and Partner at Hancock & Estabrook who took the
time to speak with our students in February. During his presentation we heard
compelling perspectives as to why being an attorney may be an excellent career
path. While cases like one surrounding the contamination of Onondaga Lake may
take decades to resolve, one can feel great satisfaction when justice prevails.

Finally, it was an adventure in March when Dr. Cheri Capparelli from Rockacres
Veterinary Hospital in Manlius stopped by with some friends to speak to our
students. Dr. C brought along Natalie, a nursing assistant, Nancy, an animal
rescuer,and Mara, a friend of Rockacres. The students had a great time interacting
with their pet ambassadors: PJ, a Bearded Dragon, Teddy the Guinea Pig, Luca a
Dutch rabbit, and Luna, a Shih Tzu. They also learned about the commitment and
responsibility it takes to care for a pet. Dr. C told our students, “God gives you
a pathway to your passion. Follow your dream and do something that’s in your

heart. When you love what you do, it’s not work.”
L

A special thank you to all of our speakers, past and
present. If you or someone you know would like to share
your success story with our scholars, please contact the
Society at (315) 422-7218.




The Guardian Angel Society received donations in memory of the following
individuals between November 1 - April 1. We are grateful to the family and friends
who honor their loved ones, and in turn, help make an impact on those in need.

Armand Cesta Jean McNamara Mary & Nick Morina
Bill Rosbrook John & Nellie Bourg Mary Rybak
Bishop Thomas Costello John Benesch, Jr. Michael Clyne of Oswego NY
Charlene Mirabito of Fulton NY John Mirabito Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Spencer
Daniel Dombroski Joseph & Frances Macro Msgr. John T. McGraw
Don Lawler Joseph Goetz Pat Testa ’b-
Donald Nicholson, Blessed Sacrament 49 Joseph Kinney The Priddle Family
& St. John Evangelist '53 Julie & Robert Ringham The Burke Family
Erma J. Brousseau James & Shirley Felker Rita Connelly Carroll
Father Champlin Kerry Anne Young-Allen Stephen Salatti
James & Margaret Cunningham Lee Clary The Deceased Deacons of the Syracuse Diocese
James G. Orioli Mackenzie Ruston The Deceased Priests of The Cathedral Academy
Margaret Clary The Dobe Family
Marie Herscha Esposito Theresa Lee Towers
Tom Geiss

Tone & Woolever Deceased Family Members

Rt (R AL (e FROM THE ANGEL'S DESK:

Year after year our tutors meet with students to help foster confidence and
ensure their success. Pictured here is long time tutor, Norma Mahnken,
partnering with one of our sophomore scholars at Bishop Grimes.

You have the opportunity to have a lasting impact
on the lives of children in need, all while leaving

a legacy of love you and your family can be / | If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a mentor or tutor for
most proud of. We personally are grateful for a ; 7 the upcoming academic year, please contact us at (315) 422-7218, or fill

recent substantial legacy donation on behalf of : out the online form: GuardianAngelSoc.org/volunteer
Stephen Salatti’s estate, a continuous supporter /

for years.The Guardian Angel Society was one
of the named beneficiaries of his IRA. Since
his passing, his legacy gifts continue to help We say goodbye to two staff members, Jill and Krista, and thank them for the commitment
Father’s Kids into the future. and contribution they’ve made to the Guardian Angel Society and our students. We wish

: : : - them continued success and happiness.
To receive more information about Legacy Giving

and accompanying legal services (including 2 We also say “hello” to Cindy Ormond, the newest member of the Guardian
Wills, Trusts, Beneficiary, Designations, and M. Angel team! Cindy is excited to utilize her communication and event
Outright Gifts), please call our office at (315) ‘ : planning experiences to amplify our mission and raise public awareness
422-7218. =< in her new role as Community Engagement Ambassador.

CONTACT INFO OUR STAFF & BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mailing Address Tamela Fabiano LouAnn Christo Melanie George
Guardian Angel Society Executive Director Chairman Phil O’Neil

259 East Onondaga Street
Syracuse, NY 13202 Cindy Ormond Michele Sardinia

Community Engagement Ambassador Vice Chairperson

Terence Wynne

Phone (315) 422-7218

Kathy Fedrizzi Michael Paparo
www.GuardianAngelSoc.org Projects Advisor & Bookkeeper, Treasurer

Executive Director Emerita
Let’s Stay Connected f © James Kearns

Secretary



WE ARE PROUD OF OUR 2025 GRADUATING SENIORS!

CBA

Kimberly is the third member of her family to be a proud Guardian Angel Scholar
from kindergarten through 12th grade! Beginning her journey at Cathedral
Academy at Pompei (CAP), she cherished the diverse and close-knit school
community. Transitioning to Bishop Ludden opened her eyes to new perspectives
and strengthened her adaptability and open-mindedness. This fall, she will
attend Onondaga Community College to pursue graphic design, with hopes for
a peaceful and stable future. Kimberly is deeply grateful for the scholarship
support that made her education possible and looks forward to staying in touch.

BISHOP LUDDEN

AXL RICE

From his first day at Cathedral Academy at Pompei in 6th grade, AxI felt welcomed,
supported, and seen. That sense of belonging continued at CBA, where he
participated in cross country, basketball, lacrosse, the Yearbook Committee and
Chess Club. He credits the Guardian Angel Society with making his education
possible—not only for him, but for his younger brother, too. He plans to attend
trade school in Houston, TX to train as an HVAC technician and electrician,
with hopes of one day starting his own business and giving back to the same
community that invested in him. “/ still don’t know why you chose me,” he
says, “but I'm so thankful that you did.”

BISHOP GRIMES

GARANG GARANG

Following in his brother’s footsteps, Garang has been a proud Guardian Angel
Scholar since 1st grade. A dedicated student and athlete, his time at Bishop Grimes
has helped him grow not only academically, but also spiritually. After graduation,
Garang plans to attend either SUNY Morrisville or Jefferson Community College,
with the goal of becoming an HVAC installer. His dream is to build a successful
career and one day raise a family of his own. He is deeply grateful for the
generosity that has helped make his education and personal growth possible.




WE ARE PROUD OF OUR 2025 GRADUATING SENIORS!

JASON ROYAL

Jason has also been a Guardian Angel Scholar since the 1st grade, and is
graduating with a strong foundation in academics, athletics, and faith. He’s been
an active participant in basketball, football, and both indoor and outdoor track
and field. Through his education, he’s learned the importance of multitasking
and staying focused to complete his goals—skills that will serve him well as
he moves forward. He plans to major in business and aspires to become an
entrepreneur. He’s motivated by a dream to build something of his own and
make a lasting impact in his community. He believes the Society has opened

doors for him, provided opportunities he may not have had otherwise, and he
is grateful.

INES MUHORAKEYE

Ines has been a dedicated Guardian Angel Scholar since elementary school and
is a shining example of how faith-based education and community support can
empower young leaders. She’s been active in soccer, track and field, dance,
basketball, and as an altar server—balancing a full schedule with grace and
commitment. While still exploring her next steps, Ines is considering attending
Niagara or Le Moyne College, with plans to study nursing or possibly serve in
the military. No matter the path, she credits the Guardian Angel Society for its
inspiring support—especially the guest speakers who’ve helped her envision

a future full of purpose and pride.

LORENE SEMIDA

During her time as a Guardian Angel Scholar, Lorene has grown into a confident,
driven, and faith-filled student. A well-rounded athlete, she has participated in
soccer, basketball, volleyball, and track, showing dedication and perseverance
in all she does. Lorene plans to pursue a career as a clinical psychologist, with
the hope of helping others. She shares that the Guardian Angel Society has
played a key role in her growth, giving her the opportunity to meet professionals

from many fields and helping her discern the career that aligns best with her
passions and values.




