
The Guardian Angel Society is pleased to share 
that we are continuing our partnership with Chef/
Owner Christopher Cesta of the renowned Inn 
Between Restaurant in Camillus! Chris has been a 
vital supporter of the Society for many years and 
was incredibly close to Father Champlin. He has 
worked diligently with our team at the Society to 
keep Father’s memory alive and continues to help 
Father’s kids in whatever way he can. Sixteen 
years after Father’s passing, Chef Cesta still finds 
the Society a sentiment of their connection. 

We are pleased to share that for the 24th year in 
a row, Chef Cesta is offering dinner certificates to 
the Society’s supporters. This year, on May 11th, 
Father would have been 94 years old. To honor 
his birthday, if you make a $94 donation, you will 
receive a $94 gift certificate to the Inn Between! 
Giving the gift of education that also helps a local 
business is an impactful way to support our 
Syracuse community. Thank you, Chef Cesta, 

for your continued support. You are a 
cherished friend to the Society, 

and we are humbled to 
work with you to keep 
Father’s vision alive! 

 $225: �(2) Dinner Certificates for The Inn Between (value: $94/each) with 
a choice of one promotional item* from list below.

 $150: �(1) Dinner Certificate for The Inn Between ($94 value) with a choice 
of one promotional item* from list below.

       $94: (1) Dinner Certificate for The Inn Between ($94 value)

       $	        An additional gift in honor of Father Champlin’s 94th Birthday         
or other loved ones

If giving dinner certificate(s) as gifts, please indicate recipient name(s):

To:			          From:�

*Promotional Items: (3) packets of “kids with wings” Christmas Cards

“Spring is far more than just a changing of seasons; it’s a rebirth of the spirit.” -Toni Sorenson. 
Spring is such a special time for everyone. Not only do the flowers bloom, but it also seems 
the world wakes up from a well-deserved slumber. As the quote above says, Spring has a way 
of reawakening our spirits after a long winter. 

Spring is a very exciting time for the Guardian Angel Society. We just finished up our successful 
St. Patrick’s Day event and are beginning to rev up for our Kentucky Derby party on May 4th!  
In addition, the tuition aid application process has started for the 2024-2025 school year.  
Our ever-popular Inn Between Dinner Certificates will be available to commemorate Father 
Champlin’s 94th birthday on May 11th.

We are so happy that you support these efforts year after year and help keep our mission 
alive. We cannot support these outstanding scholars without your help, and we are grateful for 
everything you do. This Spring, we hope that you will take the time to smell the new flowers that 
bloom and that you will also have the same spiritual awakening that we have every Spring. May 
God bless you with all the growth, beauty, and love that the season brings. 

Gratefully yours, 
The Guardian Angel Staff and Board of Directors

the inn between certificate order form
Make checks payable to Guardian Angel Society or provide credit card info below:

Name�

Address�

City   State		    Zip�

Charge my:             Visa            Mastercard               AMEX            Discover

Card #    Exp. Date    CVV Code�

Email    Phone�

Signature�

W E ’ R E  T H E  G O O D  N E W S !

April 2024

Reusable Tote Bag Guardian Angel Pop Socket 

SPRING
newsletter

the inn between
Celebrating Spring at

dear Friends of the 
guardian angel society,

Happy 50th Anniversary 
to The Inn Between!

NEW ITEM!



upcoming events
S AV E  T H E  D AT E S !

a lucky start to march!

Signature Event
Kentucky Derby Party

Saturday, May 4th, 2024
5:00 - 10:00pm

Marriott Syracuse Downtown
Grand Ballroom

Tickets - $95 / Tables of 10 - $950
Ads and Sponsorships Available!

Celebrating 20 Y ears
Golf Tournament

Thursday, August 8th, 2024
Shot Gun: 10:00am

Radisson Greens Golf Course

Captain & Crew format
Includes lunch, skins, raffles and MORE!

$125 per golfer
Ask about sponsorship opportunities!

And we’re off! The 150th Run for the Roses at Churchill 
Downs comes to life in Syracuse on May 4th, 2024, at 
the Marriott Syracuse Downtown Grand Ballroom from 
5:00-10:00 pm. Last year, we had a wonderful time 
dressed in our best, dancing the night away to the 
legendary band Atlas and watching the race live. 
We are thrilled to return for the 4th time with this 
exciting event! 

The event features a savory Derby-themed buffet, 
whiskey bar, mint juleps, fabulous basket raffles, 
pick-a-pony, wine pull, and best-dressed/hat 
contests. A special thank you to Ed Riley and our 
friends at the Marriott Syracuse Downtown and 
10th Mountain Whiskey & Spirits of Vail, CO, for 
partnering with us to create a magical night for our guests. We also want 
to thank our premier sponsor, The Sposato Companies, for their continued support! This party 
is a fantastic platform to share Father’s vision with long-time supporters and new attendees, 
and we are so excited to share his legacy with the community. Tickets are on sale now, $95 
per person or $950 for a table of ten. They can be purchased on our website or by calling the 
Guardian Angel Office. Act fast- last year was a sell-out, so get your seats now!

let’s run for the roses!

On Sunday, March 10th, the Guardian Angel Society held our 8th annual St. Patrick’s Day 
dinner led by board member Terry Wynne. Our hungry supporters enjoyed a traditional corned 

beef and cabbage meal. It was great bringing the event back to the west 
side, with the Taunton Fire Department being a great new location. We 

want to thank Tommy Connors for the music, Green Hills Farms for 
the FANTASTIC food, and Chef Chris Cesta from The Inn Between 
Restaurant for the Irish Soda bread and for helping serve our meal. 
$3,500 has been raised directly to the Society’s mission!



Robert Hunt
In Memory of Mom Jeanne McNamara 
& Step Sister Maureen Sheedy
Lew & Julie Johnson
Donald Parks
William & Marianne Smith
 
LouAnn Christo
Joan & Dr. Armand Cincotta
Elizabeth Costello
P.J. & Shary Dolan
Myra Dombroski
RitaAnn Downing
Michele & John Galvin
Mr. & Mrs. W. M. Michaels
Tom & Joan Montgomery
Tom & Pat Okoniewski
Al & Joann Paparo
John Schalk
Cil & John Sindoni
Charles F. Tremper

Our Speaker Series started the New Year off right! In January, Joan Dadey, 
an assistant professor at the Pomeroy School of Nursing at Crouse Hospital, 
spoke to our students about careers in nursing. The students enjoyed her 
presentation as she shared her experiences and knowledge that come with 
over 20 years of leadership in the nursing profession. Joan was a founding 
board member and is an extraordinary friend to the Society!

In February, we welcomed Christopher Wiehl, a school 
psychologist who works for the Oneida City Schools. Chris 
dubs himself a “learning detective.” He is responsible 
for assessing students’ learning and behavioral needs, 
developing strategies to improve their educational 
experience, and working collaboratively with 
educators and parents. Chris is also a magician. He 
integrated a few magic tricks into his presentation, 
and our students were very impressed!

Each of our speakers this year has been an All-Star, and in March, we hit 
a home run when Michael Tricarico came by to speak to our students. He 
is the play-by-play broadcaster for the Syracuse Mets. He had two pieces 
of advice for our students. Join extra-curricular activities or clubs to find 
out what you enjoy, and don’t be afraid to introduce yourself to someone in 
a profession you’re interested in. You never know where that introduction 
will take you!

A special thank you to all of our speakers, past and present. If you 
or someone you know would like to share your success story with our 
scholars, please contact Jill Leo at jill@GuardianAngelSoc.org.

Anonymous
McIntosh Box & Pallet Co. Inc.
Dr. Novak & Dr. Hong
Anne & Larry Ryan
 
Len & Shirley Greco
Michael & Michelle Paparo
Ted & Carol Suarez - ����In Memory of our Son 
	                 David S.Suarez - 9/11/2001
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Nearly $74,000 was raised for Father’s Kids, 
ensuring essential scholarship support, as well 
as mentoring/tutoring services. This will help 
them reach their goal of Destination Graduation! 
For over ten years, we have asked our loyal 
supporters to consider giving at a level significant 
to them through this campaign. We thank you 
for giving generously when our students need 
it most! The following contributors were among 
the supporters of the 2023 campaign, giving 
$250 or more at the following levels:

2 0 2 3  A N N U A L 
G I V I N G  C A M PA I G N

circle friends
Paul & Ro Brennan
Sandra Buchanan
Ellen D. Hart
Catherine Kane
Stephen Salatti
Kevan Slattery
Jeanne Walewski
Hayes Wanamaker & Tammy Anthony
 
Anonymous
Henry & Helga Beck
Victor DiSerio
James Kearns
Linda & Tim McNerney
Theresa O’Brien
James V. Parenti
Msgr. John P. Putano
John Ragan
Wayne & Kathleen Siver
Arthur J. & Beverly A. Vinette
Jacques Wilkinson
 
Church of Immaculate Conception 
Ronald & Susan Carr
Catholic Book Publishing
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Clark
Paul & Mardel Geiss

Mentoring Changes Lives!
A  H U G E  T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  S P E A K E R S
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The Guardian Angel Society received donations in memory of the following 
individuals between November 1 - April 1. We are grateful to the family and friends 
who honor their loved ones, and in turn, help make an impact on those in need.

Dr. Tammy Anthony

Daniel Barrett

Angela Nicoletti-Cox

Michele Jones Galvin

Melanie George

Michele Sardinia

Terence Wynne

Dr. Hayes Wanamaker 
Chairman

LouAnn Christo 
Vice Chairperson

Michael Paparo 
Treasurer

James Kearns 
Acting Secretary
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OUR STAFF & BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Krista Wright 
Operations & Marketing Director

Jill Leo 
Development & Program Coordinator

Kathy Fedrizzi 
Projects Advisor & Bookkeeper
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A little over a year ago, we learned one of 
our long-time donors, Rolf Leininger, passed 
away. Rolf was born in Germany in 1929, 
immigrated to the United States in 1959, and 
became a naturalized citizen. He worked as 
an engineer until his retirement. Rolf was a 
generous supporter of many philanthropic 
and educational organizations. Father 
Champlin’s Guardian Angel Society was one 
of those charities named in Rolf’s estate. 
This substantial gift will continue supporting 
Father’s Kids for years. We are so happy to 
have known him. 

You have the opportunity to have a lasting 
impact on the lives of children in need while 
leaving a legacy of love you and your family 
can be proud of. Rolf is a great example 
of how impactful legacy planning can be. 
To receive more information about Legacy 
Giving and accompanying legal services 
including Wills, Trusts, Beneficiaries, 
Designations, and Outright Gifts), please 
call our office at (315) 422-7218.

Declining enrollment and increased financial challenges have forced church leaders to make the 
difficult decision to close Cathedral Academy at Pompei (CAP)at the end of the 2024 academic 
year. The Society has supported 18 years of students to attend this outstanding institution, and we 
are committed to following the current CAP students to their new Catholic elementary school and 
beyond as they continue on to Bishop Ludden, Bishop Grimes, and CBA. It has been an honor to work 
so closely with the top-notch Faculty at CAP. We will miss our working relationship, but take comfort 
in knowing our friendships will live on.

In light of this announcement, Father Champlin’s Guardian Angel Society will continue its mission to 
serve the underprivileged youth in the Syracuse area and follow them to high school graduation. We 
have done this since 1997, and we will continue these efforts as we do today.  As one door closes, 
another one opens, positioning the Society to expand its outreach to other Catholic elementary school 
communities and even a more diverse group of boys and girls.

We will provide more information about our new approach after the school year concludes in June. 
Please contact Kathy Fedrizzi or Krista Wright at the Society office with any questions.

cathedral academy at pompei closure

CONTACT INFO

Mailing Address
Guardian Angel Society
259 East Onondaga Street
Syracuse, NY 13202

Phone 315.422.7218
Fax 315.422.2471

www.GuardianAngelSoc.org

Let’s Stay Connected

Margaret R. Clancy
Margaret Clary
Timothy Coates
Bishop Costello
James & Margaret Cunningham
James D. Curtin
C. John & Florine DeMar
The Dobe Family
Daniel L. Dombroski
Sister Mary Ellen, OSF
Ted Esterguard

Patricia Fatti
Joseph A. Goetz
Leo & Ida Greco
Charles & Vivian Griswold
Jack & Eileen Hallihan
Cathy Hannon
Jody Kearns
Joseph Kinney
David Klem
Renato Macor Jr.
John Madden
Jeanne McNamara
John & Nellie Miller
Nick & Mary Morina
Marla Quinn & Anthony Nardella

Peggy O’Hara
Charlene Pisarek
Priddle Families
William Rosbrook
Kenzi Ruston
The Victims of the Sandy Hook Shootings
Msgr. William J. Shannon
Maureen Sheedy
Wayne Siver
Tone Family Members
Mary Lou Thompson
Jimmy Walker
Elizabeth Bazyolo Wilkinson
Woolever Family Members
Raymond J. Wynne

Father Louis Aiello
Kerry Anne Young Allen
Harry Barber
John & Nellie Bourg
Erma Brousseau
Cindy Buckley
Burke Family
Charles Champlin
Father Joseph Champlin

We are proud to announce Krista Wright, our Operations and Marketing Manager 
for the past three years, has been promoted to Operations and Marketing 
Director. Krista’s performance, initiative, eagerness to learn, and bubbly 
personality have been an asset to the organization.  The Board and staff are 
appreciative of all she does and congratulates her on this promotion. She is 
excited to take on this new role and continue Father’s Mission!



We are proud of our 2024 graduating seniors!

Deng Ayeil
B I S H O P  G R I M E S

Deng has been a Guardian Angel Scholar since 3rd grade. He has enjoyed his 
experience and is looking forward to majoring in electrical engineering at LeMoyne 
College after graduation! He has participated in basketball throughout high school 
and is on the Varsity team! He says he has learned not to be afraid to try new 
subjects and hobbies throughout his education and is grateful for the help Guardian 
Angel has given him in maintaining good grades!

Caroline Bukuru
B I S H O P  G R I M E S

Caroline has also been a Guardian Angel Scholar since 3rd grade. She has participated 
in extracurricular activities throughout school, including volleyball and being a faith 
formation teacher. She has also enjoyed working as a cashier. She is looking forward 
to attending college for Biology in the fall to pass the MCAT and become a physician 
or physician assistant! She has learned the importance of faith, family, and education 
throughout her school career. She is most thankful for the Guardian Angel Society’s 
Speaker Series, which she has participated in, where she could meet professionals 

and learn about various career paths. 

Gooding Vincent
B I S H O P  G R I M E S

Gooding has been a Guardian Angel Scholar since 1st grade. Gooding is grateful for 
his time with the Guardian Angel Society and the mentorship he has received. He 
is thankful that we “keep him on the straight and narrow.” He has participated in 
several sports at Bishop Grimes, including track, basketball, soccer, football, and 
has also participated in band. He says that his Catholic education has taught him 
to better understand the Bible, and he has learned good skills from it. He plans on 
majoring in business or computer science to be in the music industry. 



Jeremiah Ho
C B A

Jeremiah has been a Guardian Angel scholar since 4th grade. In the fall, he plans to 
attend nursing school to obtain his Bachelor’s degree. He aims to become a great nurse 
who can significantly impact this earth. During his time at CBA, he has participated 
in many different clubs, including HOMES for All, Greenhouse Club, and Multicultural 
Assembly Club, to name a few. He is grateful for his Catholic education, which has 
taught him to stay grounded and balanced while working hard to pursue his dreams. 
He says he has also learned how to properly present himself while also learning how 
to contribute and be a part of a community. Overall, he is grateful to the Guardian 
Angel Society for helping him pursue his education by providing tuition assistance 
to help alleviate his mother’s financial burden.  

Leyna Nguyen
B I S H O P  L U D D E N

Leyna has been a Guardian Angel Scholar since Kindergarten! Leyna plans to attend 
college to earn a Master’s degree in psychology and social work. Her dream job is 
to become a school counselor! She is thankful for the Guardian Angel Society as the 
assistance has helped her to focus solely on her education and helped her parents 
eliminate some of the financial stress. She is also happy she can be a good role 
model for her younger brother and sister, as they are Guardian Angel scholars. Leyna 
has participated in the theater program. She also adds that she has learned how to 

manage herself by balancing life and that faith is an integral part of her life.

We are proud of our 2024 graduating seniors!


